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Dear Sirs,

I'm a resident of Steinbach, and in common with most residents of southeastern Manitoba, have taken
safe clean water for granted all my life. Clean, safe water has always been there, and we have assumed
it will always be there. 

I am not an engineer, so I am not in a position to evaluate the conflicting engineering claims made by
various engineers who have studied the proposed silica mining. But I have read enough to be convinced
that the proposed mining operation poses significant risk to our groundwater.

It seems to me that the risks involved in the proposed extraction of sand are significant, and once any
damage becomes evident, it is too late. Things cannot be remediated. As a resident of Steinbach, I am
not likely to be directly affected by the mining  operation other than its possible effect on our water supply.
I am afraid of damage to our water aquifer. For this reason I urge you to turn down the request by Sio
Sand. The risk is too high.

The mining operation will also have a major effect on people living closer to the proposed mining site.
This will not be of benefit to those people. With the exception of a few people hired by the mine, most
people will see their quality of life deteriorate as the mining community develops. This mine will not
benefit the people of Vivian. I urge you to refuse the application by Sio Sand.

Sincerely,
Eric Rempel, Steinbach




